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Date: June, 2023 
 
Steven D. Taff  
 
Contact Information  
 
• Phone Number: 314-286-0043 
• Fax: 314-286-1601 
• Mailing Address:  

Program in Occupational Therapy  
Washington University School of Medicine  
MSC 8505-66-1 
4444 Forest Park Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63108-2212  

• E-mail: taffs@wustl.edu  
 
Present Positions 
 
2023-Present 
2018-Present 
2015-Present 

Professor of Occupational Therapy and Medicine 
Director, Teaching Scholars Program, Washington University School of Medicine 
Co-Chair, MSOT/MPH degree 

 
Education 
  
Undergraduate  
1984-1989        BS; Southwest Missouri State University, Springfield, MO 

 
Graduate  
1995-1997       MS; Washington University School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO 

 
2000-2005 Doctor of Philosophy in Education (Learning Theory & Critical Pedagogy) and 

Educational Psychology  
University of Missouri-St. Louis, St. Louis, MO 
Doctoral Dissertation: 
Taff, S. D. (2005). The phenomenology of the “backward” child: A history of school 
failure in progressive era America, 1890-1930. Doctoral Dissertation: University of 
Missouri-St. Louis. 

 
Academic Positions/Employment 
 
1991-1997 Research Microbiologist 

Monsanto Company, Chesterfield, MO  
 

1998-2004 Staff Occupational Therapist  
Special School District of St. Louis County, Town and Country, MO   
 

2004-2010 Area Coordinator, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy and Adaptive Physical 
Education Department 
Special School District of St. Louis County, Town and Country, MO 
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2007-2012 Adjunct Assistant Professor, School for Professional Studies, Education Division 
St. Louis University, St. Louis, MO   
 

2010-2014 Associate Director of Professional Programs 
Instructor of Occupational Therapy and Medicine 
Washington University School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO  
 

2015-Present Co-Chair, MS Occupational Therapy & MS Public Health Joint Degree 
Washington University, St. Louis, MO  
 

2014-2017 Associate Director of Professional Education and Academic Affairs 
Assistant Professor of Occupational Therapy and Medicine,  
Washington University School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO 
 

2017-2020 Director, Division of Professional Education 
Associate Professor of Occupational Therapy and Medicine,  
Washington University School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO  
 

2018-Present Director, Teaching Scholars Program 
Washington University School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO 
 

2019-Present Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Liaison, Program in Occupational Therapy 
Washington University School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO  

 
Teaching Titles and Responsibilities 
 
2010-2020 Co-Course Director, OT760A: OT Practice Seminar I 

2010-2020 Co-Course Director, OT762: Doctoral Seminar in Education Strategies 

2011 Guest Lecturer, OT5223: Health Conditions 

2011-2013 Co-Course Director, OT5250: Disability and Social Policy 

2011-2017 Module Instructor (Qualitative Research), OT5452: Fundamentals of Research and 
Evidence-Based Practice 

2011-2021 Co-Course Director, OT760B: OT Practice Seminar II 

2011-Present Course Director, M01 720: PhD Teaching Practicum 

2012-2014 Guest Lecturer, Contemporary Issues in OT Practice I 

2012-2014 Guest Lecturer, Interventions Supporting Recovery and Participation of Individuals 
with Cognitive and Learning Challenges 

2012-2019 Guest Lecturer, OT5163: Environmental Factors Facilitating Performance and 
Participation I 

2013-2019 Course Director, BIO2656: Introduction to Health Professions 
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2014-2016 Co-Course Director, Introduction to Interprofessional Education and Team-Based 
Care (Center for Interprofessional Practice & Education) 

2017-2020 Co-Course Director, OT605-607, Applied Clinical Research 

2017-2019 

2018-Present 

Small Group Preceptor, Practice of Medicine I; Diversity & Inclusion Thread  

Instructor, Washington University Teaching Physicians Pathway 

2020-Present 
 
2020-Present 
 
2021-Present 
 
2021-Present 
 
2021-Present 
 
2021-2022 
 
2021-Present 
 
2022-Present 

Course Director, OT623: Applied Learning Strategies in Practice and Teaching 
 
Instructor, Explore Immersion Education Pathway for Medical Students 
 
Course Director, OT683: Leading Change in the Profession 
 
Course Director, OT631: Mentored Scholarship MSOT-to-PhD 
 
Instructor, OT616: Professional Identity in Practice I 
 
Instructor, OT614: Elements of Research Design and Use of Data 
 
Course Director, OT641: Mentored Scholarship MSOT-to-PhD 
 
Instructor, OT626: Professional Identity in Practice II 
 
  
 

University and School of Medicine Appointments and Committees 
 
2010- 2020 Member, Education Programs Leadership Council 

Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2010- 2020 Member, Disability Oversight Committee 
Washington University School of Medicine   
 

2012-Present  Facilitator, Diversity, Inclusion, and Health Disparities 
Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2012-2014 Member, Title IX Task Force Committee  
Washington University   
 

2012- 2015 Development Committee, Center for Interprofessional Education    
Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2013- 2015 Member, Sexual Assault Investigative Board 
Washington University  
 

2015- 2016 Chair, Interprofessional Education Curriculum Task Force 
Center for Interprofessional Practice & Education, Washington University School of 
Medicine, Goldfarb School of Nursing, and St. Louis College of Pharmacy 
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2015- 2018 Program Representative, Executive Committee of the Faculty Council  
Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2016-2020 
 

Member, Selection Committee, Distinguished Educator Award 
Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2016-2018 Member, Faculty Committee on Technology Transfer 
Washington University in St. Louis 
 

2016-2017 Member, Faculty Development, Excellence and Innovation Ad Hoc Committee 
Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2016-2017 Member, Interprofessional Education Curriculum Committee  
Center for Interprofessional Practice & Education, Washington University School of 
Medicine, Goldfarb School of Nursing, and St. Louis College of Pharmacy 
 

2016-2021 Co-Director, Cross-Campus Educational Research Group, Washington University in 
St. Louis 
 

2017-Present Member, Steering Committee 
Center for Interprofessional Practice & Education, Washington University School of 
Medicine, Goldfarb School of Nursing, and St. Louis College of Pharmacy 
 

2017-2018 Member, Clinical Track Faculty Contract Task Force 
Washington University School of Medicine   
 

2017-2018 Member, Search Committee, Associate Vice Chancellor for Diversity and Inclusion 
Washington University School of Medicine    
 

2018 Member, Search Committee, Director for the Academy of Educators 
Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2018- Present Member, Steering Committee, Academy of Educators  
Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2019- Present Member, Educational Technology and IT Infrastructure Committee 
Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2019-Present Member, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Liaison Group 
Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2019-2020 Consultant/Member, Gateway MD Curriculum Renewal, Passions Curriculum Design 
Committee 
Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2019-2020 Advisor, Gateway MD Curriculum Renewal, Assessment Curriculum Design Team 
Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2019-2020 Advisor, Gateway MD Curriculum Renewal, Community Engagement/Social & 
Health Systems Sciences Curriculum Design Team 
Washington University School of Medicine 
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2019-2020 Vice-Chair, Academy of Educators Education Day Subcommittee 

Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2019-Present Member, Academy of Educators Membership Subcommittee 
Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2019-2020 
 
 
2020-2021 

Member, Academy of Educators Awards Subcommittee  
Washington University School of Medicine 
 
Chair, Academy of Educators Education Day Subcommittee 
Washington University School of Medicine 
 

 2020-2021         Vice-Chair, Academy of Educators Cross-Campus Collaboration Subcommittee 
        Washington University School of Medicine 
 
2021-2022        Chair, Academy of Educators Cross-Campus Collaboration Subcommittee 
         Washington University School of Medicine 
 
2022-Present        Member, Faculty Advisory Board, Center for Teaching and Learning 
         Washington University in St. Louis 
 
 Medical Licensure and Board Certification 
 
1998-Present 
 

State of Missouri Division of Professional Licensure 
Missouri Board of Occupational Therapy  
License number: #004783 
 

1998-Present National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy 
Occupational Therapist, Registered  
Certification number: 1022079 

 
Honors and Awards 
 
2006-2007 Leadership Fellows Academy, Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education  
 

2008 Excellence in Teaching Award 
St. Louis University, School for Professional Studies, Education Division 
 

2011 Faculty Scholar, Institute for Public Health 
Washington University 
 

2012                Academic Medical Leadership Program for Physicians and Scientists, Washington 
University School of Medicine, Washington University Olin Business School, and 
BJC Healthcare 
 

2013                Diversity and Inclusion Facilitrainer Certification Program 
Washington University School of Medicine/NCCJ-STL   
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2013 Service Commendation, Middle Managers Program Selection Committee 
American Occupational Therapy Association 
 

2015 Service Commendation, Descriptive Review of Occupational Therapy Education 
revision  
American Occupational Therapy Association 
 

2016 
 
 
 
2016 

Service Commendation, Faculty Recruitment, Retention and Development Task 
Group 
American Occupational Therapy Association 
 
Faculty Fellows and Emerging Scholar-Professional Award 
Center for Diversity and Inclusion, Washington University in St. Louis  
 

2016 Roster of Fellows Award, Advancing education, promoting diversity, and 
supporting collaboration 
American Occupational Therapy Association 
 

2016 Distinguished Scholar and Fellow, National Academies of Practice 
 

2016 Keynote Address, Leading Yourself, Leading the Profession 
Missouri Occupational Therapy Association Annual Conference 
 

2017 Emerson Excellence in Teaching Award 
Emerson Corporation, St. Louis, Missouri 
 

2019 Service Commendation, Chair, Commission on Education 
American Occupational Therapy Association 
 

2019 
 
 
2021 
 
 
 
2021 
 
 
2022 
 
 
2022 
 
 
2022 
 
 
2023 

Inaugural Fellow, Academy of Educators 
Washington University School of Medicine 
 
Service Commendation, Member, Addressing Cultural Awareness & Humility 
Task Group 
American Occupational Therapy Association 
 
Educator’s Honor Roll Award 
Washington University School of Medicine, Academy of Educators 
 
Service Commendation, Leader, Scholarship of Teaching & Learning Program 
American Occupational Therapy Association 
 
Faculty Commencement Speaker 
Washington University School of Medicine, Program in Occupational Therapy 
 
Exemplary Educator Award 
Washington University School of Medicine, Academy of Educators 
 
Service Commendation, Chair, Task Force on Climate Change and Sustainability 
American Occupational Therapy Association 
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Editorial Responsibilities 
 
 Editorial Review Board: 

The Health Care Handbook 
Frontiers in Rehabilitation Sciences: Disability, Rehabilitation, and Inclusion 
 

 Journal Reviewer: 
American Journal of Occupational Therapy 
BMC Medical Education 
Brazilian Journal of Occupational Therapy 
Canadian Journal of Occupational Therapy 
Canadian Medical Education Journal 
Health Professions Education 
Journal of Occupational Therapy Education  
Journal of the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning 
Medical Education 
Occupational Therapy and Healthcare 
Occupational Therapy International  
Occupational Therapy Journal of Research 
Open Journal of Occupational Therapy 

 
 
 
 
Community Service Contributions 
 
Departmental Committees and Activities 
2010-2017 Administrative Council, Program in Occupational Therapy, Washington University 

School of Medicine  
 

2010-2018 Committee on the Academic and Professional Evaluation of Students (Co-Chair), 
Program in Occupational Therapy, Washington University School of Medicine   
 

2010-Present Curriculum Committee (Chair, 2011-2018), Program in Occupational Therapy, 
Washington University School of Medicine  
 

2010- 2018 Fieldwork Committee (Co-Chair), Program in Occupational Therapy, Washington 
University School of Medicine  
 

2010- 2019 Admissions Committee (Co-Chair), Program in Occupational Therapy, 
Washington University School of Medicine  
 

2014-2019 Program Evaluation Committee (Chair), Program in Occupational Therapy, 
Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2014-2017 Continuing Education Committee, Program in Occupational Therapy, Washington 
University School of Medicine 
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2015-2019 
 
 
2018-Present 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee (Chair), Program in Occupational 
Therapy, Washington University School of Medicine 
 
Outstanding Alumni Award Committee (Chair), Program in Occupational 
Therapy, Washington University School of Medicine 
 

2019-Present Academic Advisory Board, Program in Occupational Therapy, Washington 
University School of Medicine 

 
Professional Societies and Organizations 
2006- Present American Occupational Therapy Association 

- Chair, Task Force on Climate Change and Sustainability (2022-2023) 
- Chair, Commission on Education (2016-2019) 
- Leadership Group, Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Program (2017-

Present)  
- Commission on Education Task Group, Faculty Recruitment, Retention, and 

Development (2015-2016) 
- Mentor, Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Program (2015-Present) 
- Commission on Education Task Group, Descriptive Review of Occupational 

Therapy Education revision (2014-2015) 
- Education Summit Proposal Reviewer (2012-Present)  
- Middle Managers Program Selection Committee (2011- 2013) 
- OT Centralized Application Service Advisory/Enhancements Board (2010-

2020) 
- Annual Conference Proposal Reviewer (2014-Present) 

 
2006- Present Missouri Occupational Therapy Association 

- Chair, Nominations Committee (2017-2018) 
- Member, Nominations Committee (2015-2017) 

 
2010- 2018   Program Administration Representative, Gateway Occupational Therapy Education 

Council   
 

2010- Present Member, American Educational Research Association 
 

2010- 2020 Member, American Society for Quality 
 

2010- Present Member, Association for the Study of Higher Education 
 

2010- Present Member, Professional and Organizational Development Network in Higher 
Education 
 

2014-2018 Steering Committee, Advancing Occupational Therapy in Public Health 
 

2016-Present Fellow, National Academies of Practice 
- Chair, OT Academy Nominations Committee (2020-2021) 
- Member, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Task Force (2021-2022) 
 

2018-Present Member, World Federation of Occupational Therapists 
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2020-Present 
 
2020-Present 

Member, American Anthropological Association 
 
Member, Comparative and International Education Society  
 

2020-Present Member, North American Association for Philosophy & Education 
  
 
 
Consulting Relationships and Board Memberships 
 
2011-2017 Member, Physical Education and Health Standards Advisory Board, Missouri 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
 

2013-2015 Research Partner and Advisor, Center for Occupational Therapy Education 
Research, Colorado State University 
 

2013-2016 Consultant, doctoral degree program development, Indiana Wesleyan University 
 

2014 Consultant, doctoral degree program development, Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board 
 

2014-2016 Consultant, curriculum and doctoral degree program development, University of 
Central Arkansas 
 

2014-2016 Consultant, BJC/Parkway School District Health Sciences Academy  
 

2015-2016 Consultant, doctoral degree program development, University of Nebraska 
Medical Center 
 

2015-2018 Senior Consultant, Center for Occupational Therapy Education Research, 
Colorado State University  
 

2017-2018 Consultant, curriculum development, University of Alabama-Birmingham 
 

2018 Consultant, doctoral degree program development, Southern Illinois University-
Edwardsville 
 

2019-Present Senior Consultant, Center for Occupational Therapy Education Research, Duke 
University 

 
 
 
Research 
 
Non-governmental  
2016           Co-principal investigator 

Addressing Health Disparities through Effective Educational Practices, Faculty 
Fellows and Emerging Scholar-Professional Award, Center for Diversity and 
Inclusion, Washington University in St. Louis. $20,000.  
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2016           Co-principal investigator 
Sparking Research on Educational Methods and Innovation, Bring Your Own Idea 
Award, Provost’s Office, Washington University in St. Louis. $1,000.  
 

2018 Co-principal investigator 
Investigating Data and Deciphering Discourses for Improving Equity and 
Inclusion of Vulnerable Children in Primary Schools of Afghanistan, Pakistan, and 
St. Louis. Office of the Vice Chancellor Research (OVCR) Grant, Washington 
University in St. Louis. $50,000. 

 
 
Trainee/Mentee Record 
 
Mentored Research/Scholarship 
 
2010-2012 Elizabeth Rizki, Occupational Engagement for Women Living in the Community 

with Depressive Symptoms 
 

2011-2014 Celine Dammond, Occupational Therapy Role in Addressing Social Exclusion of 
Marginalized Populations in St. Louis  
 

2013-2016 Jenna Rebhun, Therapist Insight Concerning Occupational Therapy’s Role in 
Cancer Survivorship: A Stepping Stone of Program Development   
 

2013-2016 Ayesha Said, Effect of Therapy Dogs and Progressive Relaxation on Student Exam 
Stress 
 

2013-2016 Sadie Walker, Development of a Student-run Stroke Clinic 
 

2015-2018 
 
 
2016-2018 
 
 
2016-2018 

Rachel Heeb, A Comparative Analysis of Disability Policy in the United States and 
Canada through an Occupational Lens 
 
Kaitlin Laplant, Occupational Therapy Student Characteristics Influencing Level 
II Fieldwork: An Exploratory Study of Confidence and Mindful Self-Care 
 
Arun Selvaratnam, The Use of Epistemology in Occupational Therapy Education 
Literature: A Historical Mapping Review, 1917-2017 
 

2016-2019 Emily Sherman, Rain-bOT: Perceptions of a Safe Zone program for Occupational 
Therapy Graduate Students 
 

2017-2019     Samuel Silverman, A Cross-Sectional Study of Self-Authorship and Clinical 
Reasoning Skills in Occupational Therapy Students 
 

2017-2019 Maura Tobin, Mentorship as a Coping Mechanism for Addressing Occupational 
Therapy Faculty Stress 
 

2017-2019 Amy Nguyen, Cultural Perception of Disability and Participation from the 
Perspective of Refugees with Disabilities and their Family Members 
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2017-2019 Marna Ghiglieri, A Phenomenological Investigation of Activity Patterns in 
Community-Dwelling Older Adults: Towards Identifying Strategies for Activity Re-
Engagement 
 

2017-2020 Matt Brandenburg, Development of a Podcast Series to Enhance Implementation 
Science in Occupational Therapy Education 
 

2018-2020 Bethany Mathison, Student Flourishing in Occupational Therapy Education 
 

2018-2021 Rose Greenblatt, Podcasts as Instructional Supports for Learning 
 

2018-2021 
 
 
2020-2022 
 
 
2020-2022 
 
 
2021-2023 
 
 
2021-2023 
 
2021-2023 

Kathryn Biesanz, Reconciling the Identity of Occupational Therapy 
 
 
Meagan Proffit, Enhancing the Learning Environment for Graduate Students with 
ADHD 
 
Sam Allen, Exploring Climate Change in Occupational Therapy Literature and 
Curricula 
 
Erin Chubb, Development of a Preparation for Academia Mentoring Program for 
Racial and Ethnic Minority Occupational Therapy Graduates 
 
Emily Moran, Development of the Inclusive Instructional Index (I3) 
 
Rachel Normand, The Impact of Misinformation on Occupational Engagement and 
Wellbeing 
 
 

 
Doctoral Capstone Mentorship 
 
2020 Brandi Hertel, Designing and Implementing Curriculum for the Applied Learning 

Strategies in Practice and Teaching course 
 
2020 Maribeth Clifton, Development of the Inclusive Learning Environment Assessment 

(ILEA) 
 
2021  Brendan Cook, Development of the Inclusive Instruction Index (I3) 
 
2021 Liz Tran, Evaluation of a Social-Emotional Learning Training Program in School-based 

Practice 
 
2021  Rose Greenblatt, Development of an “Occupational Therapists as Advocates” Program  
 
2021 Sophia Li, Vocational Rehabilitation Disparities and Service Barriers for Asian-

Americans with Disabilities 
 
2021 Katie Chin, Needs Assessment and Wellness Program Development for The 

Independence Center 
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2022 Emily Gray, Needs Assessment and Program Development for Vocational Training for 
Students with Disabilities (University of Missouri-St. Louis Succeed Program) 

 
2023 Katie Bucklin, Curriculum Redesign of a Teaching and Learning Strategies Course 
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